
West Bridgewater Historical Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2017

Location:  Town Hall-  Small Conference Room

Called to Order:   5:33 P.M.

Present:  Commission Members Jim Benson, Bob Bevis, Dorna Bevis, and Chris Newman

Quorum met with four of the seven members present

Also present were two members of the Old Bridgewater Historical Society (OBHS), President Shellie 
Karol-Chik and Vice President Janice O’Brien.

Members reviewed copies of the minutes of the October 4, 2017 meeting.  Chris pointed out one typo.  
Chris moved to accept the minutes as corrected, the motion was seconded and passed unanimously 4-0.

Jim introduced our guests from OBHS and turned the floor over to OBHS President Shellie Karol-Chik 
who distributed copies of a letter from OBHS to the Historical Commission members and started to go 
over the letter.  At this point Commission Members Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew and Jon Ames 
arrived at 5:40 P.M. making all seven Commission Members present.

Shellie continued and stated the purpose of addressing the Historical Commission as two goals.  First 
was the need of a Commission letter stating the historical significance to the Town of West Bridgewater 
of the Keith House and the Memorial Building in order to have both buildings listed on the National 
Historic Registry.  The second goal would be to initiate the application for Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funding for the purposes of restoration and preservation of both buildings and their collections.  
The application would also require a letter from the Historical Commission designating the properties as 
locally significant in the history of West Bridgewater.

After a short discussion on the merits of the request, Jon moved to write letters of support for each 
property designating each property as significant to the history of West Bridgewater for CPC funding and 
supporting each property for listing on the National Historic Registry and forward a letter to the 
Massachusetts Historic Commission (MHC).   Tom seconded the motion, Jim abstained noting that he is 
on the Board of OBHS.  The motion passed 6-0 with one abstention.  Jim asked Vice Chairman Bob Bevis 
to write and sign the letters citing his membership on the Board of OBHS.
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Shellie and Janice thanked the Members for their supporting letters and Shellie went on at length 
updating the Members on recent accomplishments at OBHS and outlining future plans for the 
organization.

Jim and the Members thanked Shellie and Janice for their participation in our meeting and they left at 
6:40 P.M.

The meeting then returned to the agenda.

Jim said he received a correspondence from the Zoning Board of Appeal regarding property located on 
South Street.  The members agreed that it did not apply to the WBHC.

Joan reported $1,750.00 in the Operating Budget and $4,299.53 in the Museum Donation Account.  
Both figures are as of September 30, 2017.  Chris moved to accept the financial report, Jon seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously 7-0.

Jim said he received a gift for the Museum of a collection of old Town Reports from Lisa MacAulay.

Jim said that any paper item should be removed from the Museum and put in our upstairs office for safe 
Winter storage.

Jim said he recently spoke with Town Administrator David Gagne and asked him to speak to the Johnson 
Management, the operators of the Town Golf Course about obtaining River Bend signage and 
memorabilia now that the course will be renamed.

Dorna asked what was the status of names and addresses for the Thank You notes for contributors to 
the Museum.  Jim said Chris has the list.  Chris read a sample Thank You note that she had written and 
asked for comments.  Jim said the only change to make would be to add a description of the gift.

Jim suggested a possible future fundraising tool could be a lecture program possibly at Barrett’s 
Alehouse.

Jim asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none Chris moved to adjourn, Bob seconded 
and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourn at 7:17 P.M.

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday December 6, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. in the Town Hall Small 
Conference Room.

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew


